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SP CURE Monitoring Committee Meeting

Tuesday, December 12, 2006 – 10:00 am

Meeting Location: L/E WWTP
2900 South Platte River Drive, Englewood
Host:  Phil Russell, 303-762-2611
December Meeting Summary

1.
Discussion of October Meeting Summary
There were no comments or corrections to the October Meeting Summary.
2.
E. coli TMDL Implementation Direction at the Division (Nathan Moore)
Nathan Moore gave an overview of the status of the E. coli TMDL implementation plan - managing E.coli through MS4 Permits.  Mr. Moore is tasked with finding a way to put in permit requirements to address E. coli.  There is a known reasonable potential that MS4s are exceeding E. coli limits through illicit discharges and cross-connections.  The current plan is to do more monitoring of outfalls during dry weather flows to better identify sources of E.coli, focusing on cross-connections and sanitary seepage – not other sources at this time.  The program does not address wastewater discharges.  The Division has set up a first draft of the monitoring program for MS4s discharging into Segment 14 of the South Platte River, not tributaries.  The plan is to start monitoring in January 2007 and be complete by March 10, 2008 when permits will be drafted and issued.  
The City and County of Denver has a good idea of where (which outfalls) they have reasonable potential to exceed the standard.  The monitoring plan will focus on Littleton, Englewood, and Sheridan as direct dischargers to the South Platte River.  These cities will have to modify their illicit discharge detection and elimination program to include this monitoring program.  Other communities might collect some grab samples.  There will be no instream monitoring required by this program – only outfalls.  The Division has not defined what results will trigger actions, but somehow there will be a permit requirement to address cross-connections and seepage problems.  The permits will have to be set up in a way that the seepage and cross-connections will be under control in 5 years.  This can be done with a limit in the permit or language that seepage and cross connections can’t be the source of the exceedence in the outfall – or have a BMP-based requirement. 
Eventually, the Division wants to roll this monitoring plan into guidance for other communities to use, as we realize that E. coli TMDLs will be developed for many more stream segments in Colorado.

· Nathan Moore will send Sarah the draft monitoring plan for distribution to the group.

3.
Bioassessment Scope of Work
We have been tasked with coming up with a bioassessment and habitat assessment for Segments 14 and 6 in 2007.  Al P., Todd H., and Phil R. (subcommittee) got together and discussed the scope of work.  The bioassessment and habitat assessment should meet with what has been done before by Denver Environmental Health and Metro.  It also needs to be up to date with what EPA is doing.  The subcommittee put out a rough draft of specifications for the RFP. 
The project will be five years in length.  The habitat assessment will be completed within the first year.  This is a long-term study as compared to the expected condition study, which is a one-year focused study designed to address only the expected condition.  In contrast, this project is expected to be long term and be used for multiple projects.
The Monitoring Subcommittee will turn out one more draft and then send it out to the Monitoring Committee.

4. QAPP and Plan to Move Forward
Have draft outline but have not been able to move forward because of focus on bioassessment RFP.
7.
Meeting Schedule

February 13, 2007 – DEH

April 10, 2007 – Metro

June 12, 2007 – Brown and Caldwell
Meeting summary was prepared by Sarah Reeves.
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