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SP CURE Monitoring Committee Meeting

Tuesday, December 9, 2008 – 10:00 am

Meeting Location: L/E WWTP

2900 South Platte River Drive, Englewood
Host:  Phil Russell

(303) 762-2611

December Meeting Summary

1.
Discussion of April Meeting Summary

There were no comments or corrections to the April Meeting Summary.
2.
Climate Change Presentation
Jon Novick from the City and County of Denver Department of Environmental Health (DEH) gave a presentation based on water quality data that they have collected over time.  The presentation looked at the scenario of possible water quality impacts on the urban South Platte River (Segment 14) if climate change does occur.  Climate change reports predict more winter precipitation as rain, drier summers, and more drought in the Rocky Mountain west.  In general, the focus of DEH’s study was on the impact of drought on water quality.  DEH looked at water quality during historic periods of extreme hydrologic drought and compared the data to those collected during normal and above normal flow.  The study found that levels of analytes, including cations, nutrients, and TDS, showed statistically significant increases during drought conditions.  From the study, DEH concluded that it is reasonable to expect degradation of water quality if climate change results in more frequent periods of moderate to low instream flows.  
The group briefly discussed the impact of possible climate change on permittees.  It could results in lower low flows, higher ambient background concentrations, and tighter permit limits.

One item to note is that flows in Segment 14 are regulated by Chatfield reservoir releases.  If Chatfield is reallocated, the flow regime in Segment 14 may change.
3.
What Do We Do With 2008 Data for DSN?
Brown and Caldwell will put out a call for data on March 1, 2009 and will ask for formatted 2008 data to be submitted by the end of March.  Once the data have been received, Brown and Caldwell will begin the process of getting approvals to upload and uploading the data to the DSN.  

· Sarah will find out what the period of historic record will be for the DSN.  Will all STORET be available, or only the data that have been uploaded through DSN?

Note, if you want to submit for the Nutrient Data Call through SP CURE (other than SP CURE data), please submit to Sarah by December 22nd.
4.
Reporting of MDLs and PQLs
There has been some question as to what detection limit or practical quantitation limit (PQL) should be used when reporting for SP CURE.  Also, people were interested to know whether people have been reporting the detection limit or the PQL to the Division.  When setting up the monitoring program, SP CURE did not want to assign a detection limit because entities were using different methods.  

Some entities have run into a problem because they were reporting values below the required PQL.  For example, in a permit the selenium PQL is set at 10 ug/L so the permittee only has to report down to 10 ug/L even though the standard for selenium is lower.

The state chose to require reporting to the PQL rather than the method detection limit (MDL).  PQLs are generally higher than MDLs.  There is a workgroup (PQL workgroup) that is currently updating the PQLs – they have finished their work on the organics PQLs.

Do we want to be consistent in what we are reporting in the Data Sharing Network (DSN)?  SP CURE is not going to dictate the method an agency must use or the way the data are reported.  Each agency is to decide on their own what works for their permit and their laboratories.
· Sarah will find out what we have to report for the DSN.  MDL or PQL?

· Sarah will determine whether this needs to be reported back to the Board or if it is just to be discussed within the Monitoring Committee.
5.
SAP/QAPP Status
The draft QAPP is still being reviewed by members of the QAPP development group.
7.
New Business

None.

Meeting Schedule
February 10, 2009 – TBD
April 14, 2009 – TBD 
Meeting summary was prepared by Sarah Reeves.
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