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SP CURE Board Meeting

Tuesday, May 12, 2009 – 9:00 a.m.
Meeting Location: Metro Wastewater Reclamation District

Admin Building, Environmental Services B Conference Room

6450 York Street, Denver, CO 80229-7499 
Host:  Amy Woodis

303-286-3240
May Meeting Summary

1.
Discussion and Approval of April Meeting Summary
Amy Woodis moved to approve the April meeting summary.  Dennis Stowe seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.
2.
Regulation 38 Hearing
Rebuttals for the hearing are due on May 19th.  We will want to see if the Division responds to our Responsive Prehearing Statement.  The Prehearing Conference is on May 26th at 1:30 p.m., which is mandatory for all entities requesting party status.  Amy Woodis will attend and ask for time for SP CURE in case we do want to comment.  If the Division comes back in the Rebuttal with a strong argument against keeping the WERs in place, then we will make a statement.  One other issue is that segments could end up on the 303(d) list.  We will have an email discussion once rebuttals are out to determine whether we would like to keep our time slot at the hearing.
3.
Letter to Division RE: BLM-FMB Approach
Brown and Caldwell put together GEI’s comments on the FMB based on their review of the FMB using SP CURE data.  The group identified one word change and suggested that language be added to the third bullet regarding the method suggested for treating non-detects and how there is another method that might be more appropriate for this type of dataset.  Dennis Stowe moved to approve the letter for submission to the Division with the changes identified.  Jill Piatt Kemper seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.
4.
UDFCD Update
Darren Bradshaw, Urban Drainage and Flood Control District (UDFCD), gave an update on projects that UDFCD is currently undertaking or planning.  There are not a lot of projects going on along the South Platte River right now.  Following is a list of planned activities:

· Adams County pedestrian bridge at 132nd.  Bridge should be installed in August.

· Near Mississippi Avenue across from the old Gates plant there is a timber retaining wall.  Cherokee was going to pay for part of the wall but the redevelopment is on hold.  UDFCD is putting in sheet piling as an interim measure.  
· In July, UDFCD will conduct a trash pick up along the entire South Platte Urban corridor.
· There will be a call for bids coming out for on upper central Platte  River from 8th to Lakewood Gulch.  The effort will include lowering the river to prepare for FasTracks coming through.  The engineer estimate is $20 million and the project is expected to last 3 years.

· Lining up bank stabilization projects to begin in October 2009.  
· Did Master Plan on South Platte River from 20th to the Franklin Street bridge (River North) as a joint project between Denver Water, Greenway Foundation, UDFCD.    Plan to get both River North and River South master plans together to apply for a GOCO legacy grant.
· Getting rid of Faber dam near Xcel Zuni plant used to divert cooling water.  Xcel is going to put in a diversion to divert cooling water.
Terry Baus reported that a Corps feasibility study will be starting soon along the South Platte River. 

5.
Upcoming Issues

Budget Cuts – Could budget cuts affect the sampling that we do?  CCOD is concerned that they are required to make an across the board 7 percent cut.  Denver Health is rebidding their laboratory services, so they are not sure how much lab work will cost going forward.  The Monitoring Committee will be meeting in June and will discuss this issue.
Effect of Climate Change – Will the expected effects of climate change impact monitoring programs and TMDLs?  There have been issues in other parts of the country where EPA didn’t account for climate change and are being sued.  Not sure how we will deal with this on the local scale.  Jon Novick gave a presentation on impact to water quality at a previous Monitoring Committee meeting.
Selenium - Selenium on Segment 14 is above the standard and could be 303(d) listed.  It seems that the selenium is from a natural source.  The fish tissue samples also show that there is no fish tissue selenium issue.
Nutrients - Nutrients on rivers and streams will be an issue once the state is more clear on how biocriteria will be used for nutrients.
Ammonia Criteria - Updated ammonia criteria have come out of the NACWA forum.  EPA plans to move forward with the new freshwater clam criteria.  

Nitrate Compliance Point - At the 2010 Basic Standards hearing, the Division is expected to propose moving the nitrate compliance point to the end of pipe rather than at the first point of withdrawal.
6.
Project Updates

a. BMW – BMW is meeting with the Water Quality Control Division on May 14th to discuss language in the proposed temporary modification for pH for Barr Lake.  The Board is having a retreat on May 26th.
b. Bioassessment and Habitat Assessment – We are getting more comments on the bioassessment and habitat assessment.  We will have a meeting with the funders to discuss comments and see if there are any changes that need to be made.
c. CWQMC/DSN – The data through 2007 are uploaded into DSN.  Sarah will let the Monitoring Committee know so they can check their data.
7.
New Business

· Possible topics for the future:  1) Northern treatment plant update in the future from Metro, and 2) a talk from USGS (Clifford Bossong) on work they have done for wet weather monitoring.  Darren Bradshaw will call and ask if Clifford can come to talk at our June or August meeting.
· Denver Wastewater and UDFCD have been testing the use of raw barley for algae control.  Metro has used barley bails in ponds in the past to control algae.  Denver is trying to find cost-effective and easy ways to control algae in wetland ponds.  The mechanism for algae control by raw barley is unknown at this time and the effectiveness of this method appears to vary.  Kevin Lewis will report back regarding future results.
· Littleton/Englewood WWTP is now running as if there were nitrate limits in their permit based on the nitrate TMDL.  

· In the future, it might be a good idea to have a larger group meeting with other South Platte Groups to help connect and share ideas.  This larger group meeting would include SP CURE, South Platte Working Group, and South Platte Greenway Foundation.  Dennis will look for other groups that we might invite.
8.
Next Meeting Dates

June 16, 2009 – Centennial
July 21, 2009 – Littleton/Englewood WWTP.  Conflicts with Water Quality Forum – We will decide in June if we will have/reschedule this meeting.
August 18, 2009 - TBD
Meeting summary was prepared by Sarah Reeves.

Approved by:

___________________________________                  ____________________

Christine Johnston, Secretary                                           Date Approved
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	Kipp Scott
	East Cherry Creek Valley W&S

	
	Tom Brennan
	City of Englewood

	
	Laurie Rink
	FRICO

	
	Anne Beierle
	Golden

	
	Alan Searcy
	City of Lakewood

	
	Fred Bromberger
	City of Littleton

	
	Mary Gardner
	Littleton/Englewood WWTP

	X
	Phil Russell
	Littleton/Englewood WWTP

	X
	Dennis Stowe
	Littleton/Englewood WWTP

	
	Barbara Biggs
	Metro District

	X
	Amy Woodis
	Metro District

	X
	Jim Dorsch
	Metro District

	X
	Amy Ryerson
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