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SP CURE Board Meeting

Tuesday, October 21, 2008 – 9:00 am

Meeting Location:  Metro WRD, Admin Building, Finance Conference Room
6450 York Street, Denver, Colorado 
Host:  Amy Woodis
October Meeting Summary

1.
June Minutes

There were no additional changes to the June 2008 minutes and they were approved unanimously.
2.
BLM/WER Update
Steve Canton from GEI provided an overview and comparison of Biotic Ligand Model (BLM) and Water Effects Ratio (WER) results.  EPA presented their new approach to the BLM at the Standards Framework Workgroup meeting on October 15, 2008.  EPA and HydroQual developed a Fixed Monitoring Benchmark (FMB) approach.  This is a probability-based analysis to identify a single copper benchmark concentration that achieves the same exceedance frequency as the new EPA BLM copper criteria (once in three years).  The method looks at a toxic unit (TU), which is instantaneous copper concentration divided by instantaneous water quality criterion.  Where TU <1 = compliance and TU>1 = out of compliance.  The FMB approach will provide a single number for a permit.

The Division may wait for individual permit renewals to apply the standards.  The WER could be removed from Regulation 38.  FMB will result in another chapter in the Division’s 303(d) guidance.  

SP CURE will need to determine what approach it will take for the upcoming Reg 38 informational hearing.  SP CURE could chose to do nothing or request party status and provide comments once the Division publishes its proposal.  Paul Grundemann moved that SP CURE request party status, examine the Division’s copper proposal, and possibly provide responsive comments.  Amy Woodis seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  SP CURE will submit a letter for the informational hearing that identifies copper and the new approach as an issue that may need to be addressed at the Regulation 38 Hearing.  Comments are due October 29th.
· Sarah Reeves will develop a draft letter for member review and then submit it to the Commission.
3.
Update on Nonylphenol
Amy Woodis gave an update on the status of the nonylphenol issue.  A proposal from Metro Wastewater Reclamation District, Colorado Springs Utilities, City of Boulder, and CDPHE Lab Services regarding regulation of nonylphenol is due to the Commission in July 2010.  The proposal will include possible steps forward for the Division to implement the regulation.  The problem with setting and enforcing a nonylphenol standard is developing a robust analytical method that can be used to determine a water quality standard for permits.  There is lack of a clean up method, affordable instruments, analysts that can operate specialized equipment, etc. 
The Division initially assumed that controlling commercial laundries would remedy the situation.  However, Metro Wastewater Reclamation District’s Pretreatment Coordinators determined that nonylphenol concentrations are “high” in residential areas.  There are a number of commercial uses for nonylphenol, including electronics and asphalt shingles. There also appears to be a seasonality component associated with nonylphenol.  Regarding treatment in wastewater plants, there is a connection between nonylphenol control and solids retention time.  
Amy Woodis recommended that SP CURE become a party to the Basic Standards Hearing in 2010 to comment on this issue.
4.
Call Down List Update
Vic Lucero invited Kathleen Gaubatz, from the Clear Creek County Office of Emergency Management, to attend the meeting and talk about their role in emergency management.  In 1993, the Clear Creek Watershed Agreement was signed, which set up a call down system.  The Sheriff’s office coordinates the call down system, but initiating the call down system is the responsibility of the Incident Commander.  The planning assumption is that downstream Emergency Managers are initiating their call down system.  There is no fee for this system because there is no mechanism to assess a charge.  The Code Red system is funded by a 911 surcharge.

The current priority for the Clear Creek County Office of Emergency Management is wildfire mitigation.  Large scale mitigation activities are underway in the watershed and the Clear Creek Watershed Foundation is seeking grants to fund these activities.

The Wastewater Utility Council (WWUC) developed a database that documented emergency information, which was recently updated and distributed.  CoWARN also can fulfill this need.  When there is a spill right now, the emergency number you call doesn’t link you with people that know about water.  Tri-County Health has developed a database that shows what sensitive receptors are downstream of a spill and who should be contacted.  This database is not complete because they were not able to get all the needed information.  The Upper Clear Creek Watershed Association put together a call down system that is operated through the Clear Creek County dispatch center. 
No further action was identified by SP CURE on this subject. 
5.
Budget Update
Sharon Henderson Davis presented the status of SP CURE’s accounts as of September 30, 2008.  SP CURE is in a sound financial position, with ample funds to cover projected expenses.
6.
Project Updates

a. Bio and Habitat Assessments 

The Habitat assessment will be performed in early November by GEI.  The Bioassessment was scheduled for September.  Since it is field season, Brown and Caldwell was not able to confirm the exact dates with Aquatics Associates at this point. 

b. CWQMC/DSN 

The Colorado Water Quality Monitoring Council (CWQMC) has submitted for an extension to the Data Sharing Network grant (which includes more money, $24k/year) and this request for extension is currently with EPA for approval.  The Coordinator, Sarah Sauter, has moved on and an interview team is interviewing 2 candidates to fill her position on October 21 (today).  

SP CURE needs a contract with the Colorado Watershed Assembly (CWA) to replace the one we had with the Colorado Watershed Network (CWN).  The plan is to use the same one we had with CWN and just switch out references to CWN.  
c. Barr-Milton Watershed 

ENSR provided an update on the model results at the annual meeting.  ENSR would like input on additional model scenarios.  Metro would like ENSR to model no Denver Water pumping to the Burlington Ditch.  Judge Cline is ruling on the use of pumps for reasons other than Denver Water exchanges; therefore, there may be no flow to the ditch.

Other suggestions: 
· Lower N concentration in the inflow to Barr Lake
· In-lake treatment

· Phased TP concentration approach (POTW allocations at 3 levels)

· No allowable loads to the Lake (current partitioning of loads is forthcoming)

· Allowable loads. 
The next BMW meeting is October 28, 2008 and additional scenarios will be discussed at that meeting.

The Watershed Plan is being updated.  It will address nutrient control, both current and future. There is a request for reviewers for the following sections:  AMEC reports, mathematical model (ENSR), internal loads, and in-lake and source reductions.  It should be noted that in-lake treatment would not be the first line of treatment.  Source control would be the first line of control/treatment.  It is important to remember the TMDL is for pH and we need to understand all contributors to pH, such as photosynthesis.

7.
New Business

The group discussed phosphorus control and nutrient criteria. The Chatfield and Cherry Creek control regulations were discussed.  
8.
Next Meeting Dates

November 18, 2008 – Aurora

December 16, 2008 – Xcel w/ BC providing food.

January 20, 2009 - TBD
Meeting summary was prepared by Sharon Henderson Davis.

Approved by:

___________________________________                  ____________________

Christine Johnston, Secretary                                           Date Approved
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	Present
	Name
	Organization

	
	Mary Dawson
	Aurora

	
	Randy Giffin
	Aurora

	X
	Jill Piatt Kemper
	Aurora

	
	Shelley Stanley
	Northglenn (BDCWA)

	
	David Carter
	Westminster (BDCWA)

	
	Ed Burke
	Brighton

	
	Al Baker
	Centennial W&S District

	X
	Paul Grundemann
	Centennial W&S District

	
	Pat Nelson
	CH2MHill

	
	Matt Cook
	Coors Brewing

	
	Fred Linton
	Coors Brewing

	
	Alan Polonsky
	City and County of Denver

	X
	Jon Novick
	Denver Environmental Health

	X
	Terry Baus
	Denver Wastewater

	
	Kevin Lewis
	Denver Wastewater

	
	Dave Kaunisto
	East Cherry Creek Valley W&S

	
	Kipp Scott
	East Cherry Creek Valley W&S

	
	Tom Brennan
	City of Englewood

	X
	Laurie Rink
	FRICO

	
	Anne Beierle
	Golden

	
	Alan Searcy
	City of Lakewood

	
	Fred Bromberger
	City of Littleton

	X
	Mary Gardner
	Littleton/Englewood WWTP

	
	Phil Russell
	Littleton/Englewood WWTP

	X
	Dennis Stowe
	Littleton/Englewood WWTP

	X
	Barbara Biggs
	Metro District

	X
	Amy Woodis
	Metro District

	
	Todd Harris
	Metro District

	X
	Jim Dorsch
	Metro District

	
	Blair Corning
	South Adams County W&S

	
	JM Grebenc
	South Adams County W&S

	X
	Tony Congram
	Suncor Energy (U.S.A.)

	X
	Vic Lucero
	Thornton

	
	Hope Dalton
	Tri-County Health Department

	
	Ken MacKenzie
	UDFCD

	X
	Christine Johnston
	Xcel Energy

	X
	Steve Canton
	GEI

	X
	Kathleen Gaubatz
	Clear Creek County Office of Emergency Management

	X
	Sharon Henderson Davis
	Brown and Caldwell

	
	Sarah Reeves
	Coordinator - Brown and Caldwell


Coalition for Urban River Evaluation                              


1697 Cole Blvd., Ste 200, Golden, Colorado 80401 ● Ph:  (303) 239-5411 ● Fax: (303) 239-5454








3 of 5

_1162187087.doc
[image: image1.png]






