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SP CURE Board Meeting

Tuesday, August 19, 2008 – 9:00 am

Meeting Location:  Littleton/Englewood Wastewater Treatment Plant
2900 South Platte River Drive, Englewood
Host:  Dennis Stowe

August Meeting Summary

1.
June Minutes

Paul Grundemann moved to approve the June meeting summary.  Dennis Stowe seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.
2.
South Platte Working Group
Daniel Einerson gave a presentation on the formation and activities of the South Platte Working Group.  The South Platte Working Group includes the following paying members:
·  Arapahoe County Open Space
· Town of Bow Mar
· City of Centennial

· City of Cherry Hills Village

· Town of Columbine Valley
· City of Englewood

· City of Greenwood Village

· City of Littleton

· Arapahoe County Open Space & Trails Advisory Board

· City of Sheridan

· South Metro Land Conservancy

· South Suburban Parks and Recreation District

· South Suburban Park Foundation

· Trust for Public Land

The following are cooperating entities that do not contribute money:
· Colorado Water Conservation Board
· Great Outdoors Colorado

· Trout Unlimited

· Urban Drainage and Flood Control District

· US Army Corps of Engineers

The South Platte Working Group’s overall goal is to enhance and preserve the South Platte River corridor in Arapahoe County.  The group started in the fall of 2006 with Littleton, Englewood, and Sheridan.  Among these entities, there was a recognized need to coordinate local plans and implement master planning.  The group identified limited access points east and west of the river and a desire to enhance quality of life as reasons for forming the South Platte Working Group.  They have monthly meetings to identify projects that would create regional results.  He pointed out that those who use the trails don’t care what town they are in, they just want to have access from one area to another or want a loop to run, bike, or walk on.  For this reason, the focus is regional rather than planning based on city boundaries.
The South Platte Working Group’s guiding principle is to get synergy from the jurisdictions.  Participation is voluntary.  They want to see regional outcomes even though the money and manpower comes from local entities.  The land use authority remains with the local jurisdiction.

South Platte Working Group receives funding from Arapahoe County Open Space, GOCO Legacy Grant, South Suburban Parks and Recreation District, and municipalities totaling about $25,000,000.  Their projects categories include conservation, recreation, education, and enhancements.
Mr. Einerson stepped through a number of their projects that are either in progress or completed as part of the South Platte Greenway Legacy Project – Expanding an Urban Oasis, including:
· Clean up South Platte oxbow wetlands and maintain as a wetland open space.

· Clean up areas along the South Platte Riverfront Corridor and provide screening to improve the aesthetics.

· Build Oxford Bike Path and Pedestrian Bridge near the Englewood Golf course to minimize traffic on the existing bridge that includes pedestrians, strollers, bicyclists, and golf carts.

· Construct Big Dry Creek Trail.

· Build trail link from DeKoevend Park to Steele Street.

· Construct Cherry Hills Village to Greenwood Village undercrossing.

· Acquire land along the South Platte and tributaries to protect and enhance riverfront.

· Purchase conservation easement along Highline Canal.

· Construct trail links/bridges to provide access from one trail to another, from parks to trails, and from one side of the river to the other.

· Provide educational enhancements to Carson Nature Center.
A question was asked about RTD light rail’s impact on their plans.  They haven’t looked at this.
Have they thought about extending their area further north?  Since Arapahoe County started it, they have focused on Arapahoe County.  They have talked with Douglas County, but haven’t reached out to others.  All are welcome to come to a meeting to see how they can work together.
The South Platte Working Group plans to get more citizen involvement by using volunteers to plant vegetation and clean up along the river corridors.
Is there any focus on water quality in projects?  One purpose of the Arapahoe County Open Space program is to improve water quality.  The South Platte Working Group has not gotten any proposals regarding water quality.  SP CURE members suggested focusing on improving and protecting wetlands to help with water quality along the South Platte Corridor.  Also be aware of the impact of humans and wildlife along the corridor regarding E. coli.  This would include picking up animal waste and providing education to those who use these corridors.  
3.  Review of Vote on GEI BLM/WER Proposal

At the July Celebration, SP CURE members voted to approve GEI’s BLM/WER proposal.
4.  DSN Funding and Next Steps
Barb Horn joined the meeting on the phone.  She reminded us that Sarah Sauter will be moving on by the end of September and DSN expects to have a new coordinator by the beginning of October.  

In getting additional funding for the DSN, DSN discovered that changing the fiscal agent for the contract would require another year to go through the regular process of procuring grant funding.  In order to fast track the funding, SP CURE would need to remain the fiscal agent.  In an email vote, SP CURE agreed to remain the fiscal agent and will submit a letter to the Division in support of the changes in the Project Implementation Plan already submitted to the Division.
The DSN continues to make progress.  We have been able, for $200 more per month, to get unlimited org IDs so we are no longer limited in this aspect.  We have also gotten about $20,000 from the Division to help with finishing the map.  The new grant will support about 80% of the coordinator cost and all of the hosting costs.

The next issue is the fiscal agents that support DSN.  CWN has been the accountant and treasurer and has hired the coordinator.  Unfortunately CWN is closing their doors and can no longer support DSN so the Colorado Water Quality Monitoring Council (CWQMC) needs to find some agency to take on these roles.  Following are the options to fulfill this need.
· Replace CWN with Colorado Watershed Assembly (CWA) – CWA is amenable.

· Give all fiscal agent responsibilities to SP CURE (which would come with funding).
· Combination of CWA and SP CURE.
· Transfer nonprofit status and structure to CWQMC.

SP CURE’s comments:  Not sure if we should take on all responsibility since we are not statewide.  Makes more sense to use a statewide agency to take over CWN’s role.  Note that CWA is on the Western Slope.  Should continue what we are doing now with fiscal agent on grant and help with interim needs regarding contracts, accepting donations, or other fiscal responsibilities as a bridge to the new fiscal agency.  Regarding using CWA, SP CURE is in favor of this possibility.  SP CURE is in favor of whatever course will keep the DSN alive and moving forward.  
5.  SP CURE Temperature Proposal
Upon further consideration, it seems that it could be cumbersome to go forward all together with a temperature proposal from SP CURE during the South Platte Triennial Review.  There are segment-specific issues that probably need separate proposals.  Amy Woodis suggested that we put together proposals that look the same and have the same opening language to show that we have coordinated and worked together on this issue through SP CURE.  SP CURE could give a responsive prehearing statement that presents the monitoring data like we did for the temperature hearing.  GEI will be giving a presentation that will address all the segments.  Each proposal will be requesting site-specific standards, as discussed with the Division.  If there are issues on tributaries, those entities could follow the same approach.  Issues formulation is in November.  Proposals will be due in spring.  

Will temperature impact water rights and transfers?  Not at this time. 

We may want to discuss possible support of the proposals from SP CURE based on using good science and data.
6.  Data Submission to the Division

Brown and Caldwell submitted 2002-2007 SP CURE data to the Division on July 30, 2008.  Data from 2002-2004 were obtained from STORET and data from 2005-2007 were formatted to meet the requirements of the Division.
7.  Upload to DSN

Brown and Caldwell is prepared to begin upload of 2005-2007 data into the DSN for Centennial, Thornton, L/E, Aurora, Denver Environmental Health, and South Adams County Water and Sanitation District.

What should we be reporting to the DSN?  Unsure about the number of significant figures that should be reported or how/if we should report as < PQL or < MDL.  Centennial has had an issue because they reported numbers that were less than the PQL.  Permits require that, when reporting items less than the PQL, the DMRs should show <PQL.  Should this be the same with stream data?  This issue has come up in the past and it was decided to leave this decision up to each individual entity.
· We will discuss this issue at the next Monitoring Committee meeting.

8.  Coordinator Contract for 2008/2009
Sarah Reeves submitted Task Orders 7, 8, and 9 to SP CURE via email for review.  Task Order 7 was submitted to cover out of scope efforts associated with submission of data to the Division and preparation of data for upload to the DSN.  Dennis Stowe  moved to approve Task Order 7.  Christine Johnston seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  Task Order 8 covers funds for the coordinator position for 2008/2009.  Fred Linton moved to approve Task Order 8.  Amy Woodis seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  Task Order 9 covers funds for uploading SP CURE 2008 data to DSN.  Christine Johnston moved to approve Task Order 9.  Paul Grundemann seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.
9.  General Requests

Tye Jordan request for project funding for graduate work at Colorado School of Mines – We have a concern with anything associated with permitting or endocrine disruptors.  If a student comes up with good ideas, we should be willing to work with them.  
· Sarah will thank him for his proposal and let him know that we are not interested in the research items he has identified.
Call down list – The WWUC developed a database that documented emergency information which was recently updated and distributed.  CoWARN also can fulfill this need.  When there is a spill right now, the emergency number you call doesn’t link you with people that know about water.  Tri-County Health has developed a database that shows what sensitive receptors are downstream of a spill and who should be contacted.  This database is not complete because they were not able to get all the needed information.  The Clear Creek Watershed Association put together a call down system that is operated through Idaho Springs’ dispatchers.  Members contribute a fee to be part of this list.  We could ask this entity to talk to us about how it works.  
· Vic Lucero will find out who we should talk to and more information and report back.  

8.
Next Meeting Dates

September 16, 2008 – Meeting cancelled because of RMWEA/RMSAWWA Conference
October 21, 2008 – Metro

November 18, 2008 – Aurora

December 16, 2008 – Xcel w/ BC providing food.

Meeting summary was prepared by Sarah Reeves.

Approved by:

___________________________________                  ____________________

Christine Johnston, Secretary                                           Date Approved
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	Randy Giffin
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	X
	Jill Piatt Kemper
	Aurora

	
	Shelley Stanley
	Northglenn (BDCWA)

	
	David Carter
	Westminster (BDCWA)

	X
	Ed Burke
	Brighton

	
	Al Baker
	Centennial W&S District

	X
	Paul Grundemann
	Centennial W&S District

	
	Pat Nelson
	CH2MHill

	
	Matt Cook
	Coors Brewing

	X
	Fred Linton
	Coors Brewing

	
	Alan Polonsky
	City and County of Denver

	X
	Jon Novick
	Denver Environmental Health

	
	Terry Baus
	Denver Wastewater

	X
	Kevin Lewis
	Denver Wastewater

	
	Dave Kaunisto
	East Cherry Creek Valley W&S

	
	Kipp Scott
	East Cherry Creek Valley W&S

	
	Tom Brennan
	City of Englewood

	X
	Laurie Rink
	FRICO

	
	Anne Beierle
	Golden

	
	Alan Searcy
	City of Lakewood

	
	Fred Bromberger
	City of Littleton

	X
	Mary Gardner
	Littleton/Englewood WWTP

	X
	Phil Russell
	Littleton/Englewood WWTP

	X
	Dennis Stowe
	Littleton/Englewood WWTP

	
	Barbara Biggs
	Metro District

	X
	Amy Woodis
	Metro District

	
	Todd Harris
	Metro District

	X
	Jim Dorsch
	Metro District

	
	Blair Corning
	South Adams County W&S

	
	JM Grebenc
	South Adams County W&S

	
	Tony Congram
	Suncor Energy (U.S.A.)

	X
	Vic Lucero
	Thornton

	
	Ken MacKenzie
	UDFCD

	X
	Christine Johnston
	Xcel Energy

	X
	Hope Dalton
	Tri-County Health Department

	X
	Daniel Einerson
	South Platte Working Group

	X
	Sarah Reeves
	Coordinator - Brown and Caldwell
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