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July Meeting Summary


1.	Discussion and Approval of June Meeting Summary

Jill Piatt-Kemper provided minor comments on the June meeting minutes which were incorporated.  Amy Woodis moved to approve the June minutes.  Dennis Stowe seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.


2.	BMW Limno-Corrals – Operational!  (Steve Lundt)

Steve Lundt updated the Board on the installation and operation of the Barr-Milton Watershed’s (BMW’s) limno-corrals.  Four corral sites are currently set up, with three of the corrals being mixed with bubblers.  Grab samples are being collected at various depths for all four sites and one open-water site.  Samples are being analyzed for pH, alkalinity, chlorophyll a, phosphorus, and nitrogen.

Originally, BMW planned to add alum to some of the limno-corrals to bind the phosphorus in the sediments and, thus, remove the internal phosphorus load and knock down the phosphorus in the limno-corrals below 100 ug/L.  However, the Division has not issued a permit for the alum application and the permit process is expected to take at least a year to complete.

Steve presented pH results for the monitoring sites.  The mixed sites averaged around a pH of 7.7 standard units (s.u.) while the open water site averaged about 8.2 s.u. and the unmixed corral was about 8.7 s.u.  No corresponding phosphorus data were available at the time of the presentation.  Steve reported that, for aerated corrals, the blue green algae counts were reduced.

Since the limno-corrals were installed, one of the corrals has shifted and it was discussed that the anchor system should have been better.  There was a short discussion on best types of mixing - aeration vs. mechanical (e.g., Solar Bees).

BMW plans to remove the limno-corrals in September and Steve can provide an update at the October 2011 SP CURE Board meeting.  


3.	Regulation 85 Revisions
There was no update on the Changes to Regulation 85 as it was generally agreed that people were aware of the updates.

The Board agreed that SP CURE should prepare and submit comments on the monitoring language in Regulation 85.  The comments should express SP CURE’s appreciation that the Division changed the monitoring language from sampling upstream and downstream of dischargers to a more watershed monitoring approach.  Christine Johnston and Amy Woodis are to work on the comments and keep Jill Piatt-Kemper informed.  Comments are due August 8, 2011.


4.	Next Steps on SP CURE Monitoring Framework (Amy Woodis)

Amy Woodis gave a summary on progress regarding the SP CURE Monitoring Framework.  The subgroup (Blair Corning, Tim Grotheer, Sarah Reeves, Laurie Rink, Dennis Stowe, Amy Woodis) had a conference call to identify and discuss what other entities are doing regarding monitoring of nutrients.  Sarah Reeves and Amy Woodis are working on developing a fact sheet for SP CURE that can be used to introduce SP CURE when contacting other watershed groups.

There are still a number of questions about what kind of data should be collected and where all the data would be stored.  In addition, areas that do not have watershed groups need to be identified and a plan should be set up for these areas.

Amy Woodis handed out an article entitled “Transformation through Collaboration,” which was prepared by the Urban Waters Federal Partnership.  This article summarized the “basics” about the South Platte being named as one of seven locations selected for this partnership.  There was continued interest in having someone from the Urban Waters Federal Partnership present at a future SP CURE meeting.


5.	UDFCD Update

	Steve Materkowski provided a summary of work for UDFCD.
	
	Competed work:  Marcy Gulch, Brighton Pit 
	In-progress work:  Trail project in Adams County, Trail project on the Corps channel.
	Future work included:  Fulton Ditch, City of Denver (Frog Hollow), Union Ave drop structure, South Platte needs assessment, South Platte grade control at Oxford
	Routine Maintenance projects were discussed, including the river sweep for trash, and invasive species removal work


6.	Budget Updates

	SP CURE’s Balance Sheet and Profit and Loss sheet were distributed to the group and discussed by the treasurer.  No unusual activity or expenditures were identified during this period.


7.	Project Updates

a. Bioassessment - Aquatic Associates will provide an update on the Bioassessment at the August meeting.

b. BMW - Comments are due on the DO TMDL by August 15th.  Comments were due on the pH TMDL by June 30th.   

The Stakeholders group of the BMW provided comments on the pH TMDL stating that they would like the opportunity to work with the Division to review and make possible changes to the allocation tables.  An internal BMW meeting to discuss and revise the current allocation tables is planned for the end of July 2011.  The BMW Stakeholders is meeting in early August to determine the approach to comments for the DO TMDL.

Steve Lundt is reviewing the graphs and conclusions presented in the DO TMDL.  He has not been able to match the results presented in the TMDL using the data BMW has in hand.  There was discussion on the best way to request the data and analysis from the Division. 

c. DSN – Vic Lucero provided a short update.  He also he informed the group that he is no longer on the Colorado Water Quality Monitoring Council Board.  The Colorado Water Quality Monitoring Council had submitted an application for a 319 grant for continued funding of the DSN.  The 319 funds are currently frozen by the State, however, the DSN grant was approved for funding and monies are starting to be released but at half the requested rate.

d. Monitoring Committee - Phil Russell is performing a detailed review of the SP CURE data in the DSN database.  He has identified some missing periods of data or missing sources of data, e.g.  Metro is missing data from 2007 onwards.  The Monitoring Committee is performing a round robin, so at the next meeting Phil will provide samples for lab analysis to the Monitoring Committee members.  Expected analyses are E. coli, ammonia, and selenium.


8.	New Business

· None.


9.	Next Meeting Dates

August 16, 2011 – L/E WWTP (L/E will provide lunch afterward)

September 20, 2011 – Meeting cancelled.  Conflicts with RMWEA/RMSAWWA conference

October 18, 2011 - MWRD


Meeting summary was prepared by Mark Richards.

Approved by:



___________________________________                  ____________________
Christine Johnston, Secretary                                           Date Approved
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