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SP CURE Board Meeting

Tuesday, June 17, 2008 – 9:00 am

Meeting Location:  Golden Hotel
800 11th St # B
Golden, CO 80401
Host:  Fred Linton, Coors
June Meeting Summary

1.
May Minutes

Paul Grundemann moved to approve the May meeting summary.  Christine Johnston seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.
2.
South Platte Working Group

This presentation was cancelled.  It is rescheduled for the August 19, 2008 meeting.
3.
Discussion of Next Steps for Expected Condition
Steve Canton of GEI attended the meeting to discuss the next steps for expected condition.  He provided the following guidance.  

In the expected condition report, GEI found what one might expect to see in the South Platte.  GEI is not sure how the data and information we collected will fit in with calculating an expected condition.  The struggle that the state and others are having is how to use the EMAP report, with a more large-scale regional focus, on a site-specific basis like the urban South Platte.  The Division has the metrics from the EMAP report but we don’t know how or if they will be used.  The Aquatic Life work group is still working on expected condition, and it is not clear what the final approach will be.  Steve Canton suggests that the next step is to wait to see what the Division/Aquatic Life workgroup comes up with regarding expected condition.  From discussions Steve has had with the Division, we will not see expected condition in the South Platte hearing in the summer of 2009.  
4.
Update on WER and BLM

SP CURE was able to get site-specific copper standards for the South Platte Basin at the last South Platte Basin hearing.  Since that hearing, the BLM became part of a promulgated water quality criteria document.  EPA has not come up with an implementation guidance for the BLM.  For the last South Platte Basin hearing, we used the BLM to do WERs and the EPA was in support of it.  Now, Region 8 is not in support of using the WER/BLM.  The Division looked at the copper standard over time and compared it to the hardness adjusted standard over time and found that the two do not line up.  It is likely that the WER will no longer be allowed for the South Platte and will revert to the hardness based standards.  Those who have copper standards with WER probably will get a compliance schedule in their permit to do a site-specific translator (using ratio of dissolved to total).  May be able to lump months together seasonally or have monthly limits.
SP CURE will continue to keep an eye on this.  GEI will submit a proposal to SP CURE to look at the copper data to see how the copper standard and hardness-adjusted standard track over time.  GEI will get most of the data through the DSN, but some will have to come directly from the dischargers (those that do not publish the data to STORET/DSN).  The translator will be left to the individual facilities to develop.
5.
Temperature Proposal

There are a number of SP CURE members looking for a site-specific temperature standard.  We may want to work together as SP CURE to develop a proposal.  For the South Platte, Tier 2 is the most likely level that we would get based on the type of fish we see in the Urban South Platte (summer average of 27.5 degrees C and MWAT of 29 degrees C).  
To develop a standard that would work for the South Platte, we might graph temperature data from upstream to downstream and see where we have breaks or obvious ways to segment the stream, and then look at fish in these different segments and see if they are different.  If not, pick a temperature tier that fits the fish we see – likely Tier 2.  If we want to submit a proposal from SP CURE, we would need to be ready to say so at the Issues Formulation Hearing in November 2008.  Need to make sure that all people in SP CURE are on board.
Segment 6c temperature data would indicate that it is a warm water segment, even though it is listed as a cold water segment.  Centennial (on 6c) is looking at a site-specific temperature standard, change it to warm water, or combine with Segment 14.

Dischargers on Segments 15, 14, and 6c are meeting with the Division and Colorado Division of Wildlife to discuss site-specific temperature standards.  

· SP CURE will provide data to the Division, including calculated MWAT, etc. by August 1.  

· Sarah will send out an email to the SP CURE Board members to give them a heads up on this issue and to come prepared to the August meeting to vote regarding whether we will move forward as an SP CURE proposal or not.
6.
Project Updates

Monitoring Committee 

The Monitoring Committee did not meet this month.  Phil Russell did send out a proposal that the Monitoring Committee would like to have the Board discuss today.  L/E has worked with a Ph.D. to look at E. coli in sediments.  There appears to be some interest in expanding this study throughout SP CURE’s reach.  
E. coli has been shown to have high survivability in sediments.  This will likely be an important piece in understanding what to do with an E. coli TMDL.  There is concern that this may be a big academic study with unknown results.  We would also need to make sure we are not at cross purposes with the E. coli workgroup (they are meeting on June 26 at 1 p.m.).  
After discussion, the Board decided not to move forward with this study because the expected outcome, use, and benefit of the information were not considered relevant to SP CURE goals and objectives.
CWQMC/DSN
The DSN is having a meeting tomorrow.  The possible need for transition help during the summer for DSN is likely not necessary.  It appears that Sarah Sauter will be working through the summer.  There will be more information on status available at our August meeting.
Barr-Milton Watershed
The third modeling workshop has been postponed until August, as the modeling is still ongoing.  The tour of Bluff Lake (next Tuesday, June 24) is still taking place.  There will also be a presentation on Low Impact Development (LID).  If you are interested in attending, you may still sign up by contacting Darcie Garland-Renn.

Metro asked the Division if they would be making any Barr Lake specific proposals for nutrients, pH, or DO.  They will be looking at use-protection decoupling (to make the segment reviewable and apply antidegredation per 31.8(2)(b)) and temperature.

Watershed Group/Bylaws Changes
Dennis Stowe handed out an outline of the reorganization concepts and walked the group through the purpose, concerns, membership, voting, meetings, non-profit status, standing committees, ad hoc committees, and cooperation summaries/options for reorganization.

Paul Grundemann asked what we would be gaining by making this change, how our mission would change, and how we keep from losing site of our current mission.
Denver’s issue is that SP CURE is very focused on dischargers.  Denver would like to make SP CURE more inclusive of non-dischargers.  There is concern that we would not make forward progress if our membership included all possible watershed parties, because we would not be able to come to agreement.  This approach may work well in smaller watersheds, but the urban South Platte is very large and includes too many potentially interested parties.
This discussion was tabled until our next meeting.

7.
New Business

None.
8.
Next Meeting Dates

July 15, 2008 – No meeting – Party/Celebration to be held on July 31st.
August 19, 2008 – L/E
September 16, 2008 - Metro
Meeting summary was prepared by Sarah Reeves.

Approved by:

___________________________________                  ____________________

Christine Johnston, Secretary                                           Date Approved
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	Littleton/Englewood WWTP

	X
	Dennis Stowe
	Littleton/Englewood WWTP

	
	Barbara Biggs
	Metro District

	X
	Amy Woodis
	Metro District

	
	Todd Harris
	Metro District

	
	Jim Dorsch
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