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SP CURE Board Meeting

Tuesday, May 15, 2007 – 9:00 am

Meeting Location: South Adams County Wastewater Treatment Plant
Administration Building
9702 Monaco St.  Henderson, Colorado
Press Control and Click to get map

Host:  Blair Corning

720-206-0463
May Meeting Summary

1.
April Minutes

Sharon Henderson Davis moved to approve the April meeting summary.  Christine Johnston seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.
2.
Discussion of Upcoming Issues/Hot Topics for SP CURE

Mercury – Methyl-mercury is the new form of mercury that will be required in discharge permits and the different analytical method (method 1631) will lower the detection limit.  As a result, very low limits are expected in the future and there is concern regarding how we will remove mercury to meet the low limits.  Tony Congram is planning on giving a presentation to SP CURE regarding the mercury issue in the near future.  

We are not sure how much local in-stream sampling of mercury has been done using the lower method.  There may be a desire among dischargers to form a Water Quality Forum workgroup.  
· Sharon Henderson Davis will talk with Water Quality Forum at their next meeting to see what people think.
· The Monitoring Committee will discuss whether or not to sample and recommend where samples should be taken and at what frequency.  The Monitoring Committee will also look at who is required to sample right now (Xcel) and look at data that exist.  
· Sharon Henderson Davis will ask the Water Quality Monitoring Council (WQMC) about monitoring for mercury at the WQMC meeting this afternoon.

Nutrient Criteria – The Wastewater Utility Council (WWUC) has sent a letter to Steve Gunderson regarding the approach up to this point, which has been haphazard.  Standards have been set differently throughout Colorado, from narrative to completely numerical.  The WWUC expressed their desire to have regular meetings and talk about implementation as well as numbers/limits.  The WWUC supports a narrative standard like Arizona has – which focuses on algae.  We don’t want to have an algae or chlorophyll standard that is implemented statewide, no matter if there is a eutrophication issue or not.  It would be more appropriate to look at it in a site-specific way.  Maybe we should have chlorophyll a as the measure of compliance rather than phosphorus.  

Division plans to develop nutrient criteria for rivers and streams at the same time as lakes and reservoirs, but they haven’t started with rivers and streams.  It might make sense to address lakes and reservoirs first, because implementation of nutrient criteria will reach upstream of the reservoir to the contributing streams.  This may fix the problem, but if there are still issues with streams and rivers then they can be addressed at that time.

EPA’s thought is that they want to have numerical criteria so that it isn’t so much work for the dischargers.  Their thought is that it is too much work and money to develop site-specific criteria.  This does not take into account the cost of upgrading plants to treat for nutrients.

May want to add chlorophyll a to SP CURE’s sampling list.  SP CURE agreed that we will add chlorophyll a to select sites at the same frequency as the other constituents.  
· Sharon Henderson Davis will send WWUC letter and Arizona narrative standard to Sarah Reeves to post.

· The Monitoring Committee will make a recommendation to the Board regarding sites to sample.
· There is a Lakes and Reservoirs subcommittee (drinking water group) meeting tomorrow from 10-12 at NW Water Treatment Plant.  Sharon Henderson Davis to send Sarah Reeves the meeting info to send out.

Permit Development – The Division has not been using SP CURE data for development of water quality assessments for permit development.  The WWUC should address the issue about permit development in general, but SP CURE has issue with the fact that we collect the data, put it in Storet, and it isn’t used.  SP CURE will compose a letter to the Division and Commission pointing out that we have data that should be used.  We will submit the letter for the South Platte River Issues Scoping Hearing in November 2007.  
· Dennis Stowe (or recruit Amy Woodis) will write the letter and send out for review.
Selenium – Pueblo is coming close to finishing their argument for naturally occurring selenium and establishment of ambient site-specific criteria.  The next step is to figure out what an acceptable effort will be regarding proving that selenium is irreversible man-made.  We will need to keep our eyes on what is happening with EPA criteria and with 303(d) listings.
Copper – The Water Effects Ratio for copper is not being supported any longer by the Division.  The EPA came out with new guidance in February 2007 that the Division is adopting and implementing this guidance in basin hearings right now.
Ammonia – The EPA is likely going to reevaluate the ammonia criteria to add a freshwater mussel species to protect, which will drive the limits lower.  The bioassessment we are planning will hopefully catch the mussels if we have them.  
· Sarah Reeves to get a copy of the ammonia report that GEI did for the WWUC.
· The Monitoring Committee may need to review what we are doing to make sure we are sampling as we should.  
4. Project Updates
Monitoring Committee – Currently reviewing follow-up questions for the bioassessment and habitat assessment RFPs.  The committee will provide a short summary of their recommendations to those who are paying for the effort (L/E WWTP, Centennial, and Xcel) to make the final decision.
CWQMC – General meeting today as well as a TAC meeting.  Should CWQMC be a subset of WWUC?  Or maybe it would better fit under the Colorado Watershed Network.  It makes sense to piggyback on an existing sustainable group.
Barr-Milton Watershed – BMW will be getting together to discuss the April 12 meeting with the Division at the next board meeting on May 22nd.  Annual tour on June 21st as well as a workshop with ENSR.  Colorado Lake and Reservoir Management Association chose to celebrate Barr Lake this year.  July 14th is the date for the celebration.
5.
New Business
South Platte River Trash Pick-Up on June 9th, sponsored by Metro and BMW.  There will be activities and pizza. 
· Laurie Rink will send Sarah Reeves fliers for the trash pick-up and the CLRMA Barr Lake celebration.

Sierra Club Sampling – Maybe we could have them sample tributaries.  Maybe we could do some laboratory work.  Do they plan on sampling several times or once?    Maybe E. coli and temperature would be good samples to collect.
· Sarah Reeves to ask for someone from Sierra Club to come to our next monitoring committee meeting.

Klamath River Watershed – Klamath is starting a group like SP CURE and is meeting with SP CURE Executive Board members today for lunch.
6.
Meeting Schedule – Note there is no June 2007 meeting.
July 17, 2007 – Denver WW
August 21, 2007 – Brighton

September 18, 2007 - Aurora

Meeting summary was prepared by Sarah Reeves.
Approved by:

___________________________________                  ____________________

Christine Johnston, Secretary                                           Date Approved

SPCURE Board Meeting – May 15, 2007
Attendance Record
	Present
	Name
	Organization

	
	Claudia Cummins
	Aurora

	
	Randy Giffin
	Aurora

	
	Jill Piatt Kemper
	Aurora

	
	Shelley Stanley
	Northglenn (BDCWA)

	
	David Carter
	Westminster (BDCWA)

	
	Ed Burke
	Brighton

	
	Shonnie Cline
	Brighton

	
	Jim Kaufman
	Brighton

	X
	Paul Grundemann
	Centennial W&S District

	
	Pat Nelson
	CH2MHill

	
	Tom Bueb
	Coors Brewing

	
	Fred Linton
	Coors Brewing

	
	Alan Polonsky
	City and County of Denver

	X
	Jon Novick
	Denver Environmental Health

	
	Terry Baus
	Denver Wastewater

	X
	Kevin Lewis
	Denver Wastewater

	
	Dave Kaunisto
	East Cherry Creek Valley W&S

	
	Kipp Scott
	East Cherry Creek Valley W&S

	
	Tom Brennan
	City of Englewood

	X
	Laurie Rink
	FRICO

	X
	Andrew Hawthorn
	Glendale

	
	Anne Beierle
	Golden

	
	Fred Bromberger
	City of Littleton

	
	Mary Gardner
	Littleton/Englewood WWTP

	X
	Phil Russell
	Littleton/Englewood WWTP

	X
	Dennis Stowe
	Littleton/Englewood WWTP

	
	Barbara Biggs
	Metro District

	
	Amy Woodis
	Metro District

	X
	Sharon Henderson Davis
	Metro District

	X
	Blair Corning
	South Adams County W&S

	
	JM Grebenc
	South Adams County W&S

	X
	Tony Congram
	Suncor Energy (U.S.A.)

	
	Vic Lucero
	Thornton

	
	Ben Urbonas
	UDFCD

	
	Ken MacKenzie
	UDFCD

	X
	Christine Johnston
	Xcel Energy

	X
	Sarah Reeves
	Coordinator - Brown and Caldwell
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