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SP CURE Board Meeting

Tuesday, April 21, 2009 – 9:00 a.m.
Meeting Location: South Adams County Wastewater Treatment Plant

Administration Building

9702 Monaco St.  Henderson, Colorado

Host:  Blair Corning

720-206-0463

April Meeting Summary

1.
Discussion and Approval of March Meeting Summary
Blair Corning moved to approve the March meeting summary.  Fred Linton seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.
2.
Chatfield Reallocation EIS Presentation
Tom Browning, from the Colorado Water Conservation Board, gave a presentation on the status of the Chatfield Reallocation EIS project.  This project is sponsored by U.S. Army Corps (U.S. ACE) of Engineers in Omaha, Nebraska.  In 1965 the Plum Creek/South Platte River flood caused serious damage to the area, which eventually led to the construction of Chatfield Reservoir for flood control.  The Statewide Water Supply Initiative (SWSI) was formed to look at future water demands through 2030 and is now looking out to 2050.  In the South Platte Basin, we are expecting an increase of 2 million people by 2030.  Based on available water and projected future water demand, there is a gap in supply.  The Chatfield Reallocation is one means of filling a portion of this gap.  
The Project.  The project needs to maintain existing storage agreements for water rights, maintain capacity for flood control, and allow for additional storage, while still serving the recreational and environmental amenities that the reservoir has provided since it was first built.  There are no plans to change to dam height or spillway of Chatfield Reservoir.  There will be significant recreation modification and environmental mitigation in the proposed action.  The hope is to capture water during runoff and high flow events that the reservoir is currently releasing to the South Platte.  
Modeling efforts focused on the antecedent rain that happens before a large rain event to better understand how much storage capacity is still available once the large rain event occurs.  The U.S. ACE determined that their previous assumptions were too conservative compared with empirical data.  So the U.S. ACE agreed to a change in the antecedent rain assumption, which will allow for more space in the reservoir for storage.  The other component in the Chatfield Reallocation project is management of the reservoir and timing of the release of water.
Alternatives

· Use of Penley Reservoir and new gravel pits for increased storage
· No action

· Two options looking at smaller volumes of storage in Chatfield Reservoir
Major issues/benefits
· Wetlands impacts.
· Prebles Jumping mouse habitat impacts.
· Riparian habitat impacts.
· Fisheries will be improved as more water is released from Chatfield.
· Unsure about water quality impacts.
· Recreational facility relocation issues.  Facilities will be relocated to achieve in-kind recreational experiences.
· Cost for storage space will be $5,000 to $6,000 per acre foot.

Next Steps

· Complete recreation, environmental, and seismic studies.
· Alternatives formulation briefing with U.S. ACE headquarters.
· Release draft EIS to public in August 2009.
· Final EIS in late 2009 or early 2010 with ROD.
· Implement mitigation measures in about 2 years.

· Anticipate project going on line in 2012 or 2013.

Filling of the reservoir will take place according to Colorado water law.  Mitigation will take place in a phased manner such that mitigation is completed before water is stored.  Mitigation will require about 9,000 cubic yards of earth work to rework the swim beach and marina and various other areas.  How did they decide who gets to store their water in Chatfield?  The different interested entities had to figure out how to divide that available space amongst themselves.  No one got exactly what they wanted.  How far down stream to you anticipate seeing the flow modifications?  Not sure exactly how far down, maybe as far as Brighton.  
3.
Regulation 38 Hearing Next Steps
The Board had a discussion about whether SP CURE should submit some comments or a position on the Water Quality Control Division’s (Division) proposal for a temporary modification for copper.  Much of the discussion centered around the fact that we have spent a considerable amount of time and money on the development of the site-specific water effects ratios (WERs) and tracking/testing the Biotic Ligand Model (BLM) and Fixed Monitoring Benchmark (FMB).  It would be beneficial to submit a letter by next Tuesday as part of a responsive prehearing statement.  The letter should address:
· Effort to date.

· Complexity of issue.

· WER was site specific for urban South Platte.

· No physical evidence that there is an impact from the current permit limits.
· Take no stance in support of or against the temporary modification.

· WER and BLM are currently accepted ways of developing permit limits and the temporary modification is not necessary if the Division is going to leave the WERs in place.
Fred Linton moved that Sarah Reeves draft a letter for the group to review.  Christine seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  Dennis agreed to write a final paragraph regarding the WER and BLM.
The letter will be sent out for review by the group and then will be submitted by next Tuesday.  

4.
Budget Update
Blair handed out the budget summary for review by the group.  Basically, SP CURE spent $46,538 in this past year, which ended on March 30, 2009.
5.
Project Updates

a. Monitoring Committee – The Monitoring Committee had a meeting on April 14, 2009.  The group discussed continuing sampling at the 19th Street Bridge and will make a recommendation to the Board after the June Monitoring Committee meeting.  The Monitoring Committee is developing a Round Robin study for this summer, which will be set up by South Adams County Water and Sanitation District.  The Monitoring Committee also discussed how to deal with spurious/incorrect data that are already in STORET/DSN.  The group is leaning toward having each agency compile the changes that need to be made to their data and then working through Brown and Caldwell to make changes in STORET/DSN.
b. BMW - BMW put together an alternative Statement of Basis and Purpose that describes the reason the Division wants to have a temporary modification – to focus on getting a TMDL finished.  The Stakeholder group will vote on the revised statement of basis and purpose on Tuesday and then it will be submitted on Tuesday to the Water Quality Control Commission (Commission).

At the Stakeholder meeting next Tuesday, Steve Gunderson will talk about alum treatment in lakes and the Division’s current stance.  Metro’s consultant will talk about Metro’s nutrient contribution to Segment 15, Burlington Ditch, Milton Reservoir and Barr Lake.  

BMW is currently providing final comments on the AECOM modeling report.

c. CWQMC/DSN

The current focus of the Colorado Water Quality Monitoring Council is restructuring CWQMC to focus more on outreach to get more involvement and money from people that use or will use the DSN.
6.
New Business

· Darren Bradshaw will give an update on what UDFCD is doing in South Platte Basin each month and we can give him input on needs we see.
· The Division is developing a new policy on reporting detection limits in Data Monitoring Reports (DMR).  A letter has been sent out to agencies making them aware of the change.  Apparently the Division is planning on public noticing the policy.

· The Water Quality Forum agenda committee met to discuss the topics for the retreat this summer.  They are planning on three panels.

1. Planning related issues/statewide water quality management initiative

2. Drinking water issues (supply and treatment technologies), 
3. Individual Sewage Disposal Systems (ISDSs).  
At the May 19th Water Quality Forum meeting, the Division will be reporting back on antidegradation.

· Has anyone done potentially dissolved low level mercury sampling?  No.  Other permit holders have used total mercury in their sampling program rather than potentially dissolved since the low level method is for total mercury.
7.
Next Meeting Dates

May 12, 2009 – Metro WRD  (note date change)
June 16, 2009 – Centennial
July 21, 2009 – conflicts with Water Quality Forum – We will decide in June if we will have/reschedule this meeting.
Meeting summary was prepared by Sarah Reeves.

Approved by:

___________________________________                  ____________________

Christine Johnston, Secretary                                           Date Approved
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	Aurora

	
	Mary Dawson
	Aurora

	
	Randy Giffin
	Aurora

	X
	Jill Piatt Kemper
	Aurora

	
	Shelley Stanley
	Northglenn (BDCWA)

	
	David Carter
	Westminster (BDCWA)

	
	Ed Burke
	Brighton

	
	Al Baker
	Centennial W&S District

	
	Paul Grundemann
	Centennial W&S District

	
	Pat Nelson
	CH2MHill

	
	Alan Polonsky
	City and County of Denver

	
	Jon Novick
	Denver Environmental Health

	
	Terry Baus
	Denver Wastewater

	X
	Kevin Lewis
	Denver Wastewater

	
	Dave Kaunisto
	East Cherry Creek Valley W&S

	
	Kipp Scott
	East Cherry Creek Valley W&S

	
	Tom Brennan
	City of Englewood

	X
	Laurie Rink
	FRICO

	
	Anne Beierle
	Golden
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	City of Lakewood

	
	Fred Bromberger
	City of Littleton

	X
	Mary Gardner
	Littleton/Englewood WWTP

	X
	Phil Russell
	Littleton/Englewood WWTP

	X
	Dennis Stowe
	Littleton/Englewood WWTP

	
	Barbara Biggs
	Metro District

	X
	Amy Woodis
	Metro District

	X
	Jim Dorsch
	Metro District

	
	Matt Cook
	Miller/Coors

	X
	Fred Linton
	Miller/Coors

	X
	Blair Corning
	South Adams County W&S

	
	JM Grebenc
	South Adams County W&S

	
	Tony Congram
	Suncor Energy (U.S.A.)

	X
	Joan Chavez
	Thornton

	
	Vic Lucero
	Thornton

	
	Hope Dalton
	Tri-County Health Department

	X
	Darren Bradshaw
	UDFCD

	X
	Ken MacKenzie
	UDFCD

	X
	Christine Johnston
	Xcel Energy

	X
	Tom Browning
	CWCB

	X
	Sarah Reeves
	Coordinator - Brown and Caldwell
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